






Bioregional Permaculture 

A new model for Economic Prosperity 

If we deeply understand what is in our own best interest the old assumption 
that anthropocentrism is at odds with biocentrism is unfounded. 

We are humans from earth. We evolved on this planet over billions of years. 
We are on a planet 24,901 miles in circumference circling a star 92 millions 
miles away.We are orbiting around our sun at 65,000 miles per hour and 
spinning 1000 miles per hour at the equator in an eastward direction. The 
powerful spin of the earth causes her to bulge 4 miles wider at the equator 
from the centrifugal force created by the spin. I like to say we are expanding 
with the universe, spiraling with the galaxy and spinning with the Earth.This 
helps to highlight that we are nested in many layers of complex systems and 
scales when we look at life and ourselves in our complete context.The Earth 
is an ancient, dynamic, and complex home for our species and all life as we 
know it. 

The earth is our home. We have evolved to adapt to the fluxes and flows of 
nature. The Earth is dated by geologists to be around 4.5 billion years old. 
The Universe that spawned her came into being around 13.6 billion years 
ago. It took over 9 billion years of stars living and dying to create the 
massive cloud of stellar dust that the earth coalesced from. This stardust is 
what makes up all life and non-life on this planet including our entire bodies! 
The silica in your thumbnail had to be created in the center of a star in 
another solar system and that star went through its entire life cycle and 
exploded and settled into this planet to become a part of your fingernail, 
according to modern physics. 

Our inheritance is ancient and primordial. We rarely step back to fathom the 
implications of physics, geology, chemistry, biology, and anthropology.  

We will find that two themes arise from this historical context. One is that 
evolution, natural selection, and coevolutionary adaptation runs the show. 
The sun is the biggest thing to keep in mind for life on earth and our 
ancestors while doing a great deal right (correctly) and giving us this time 
on this earth, they, collectively also did many things wrong and squandered 
our inheritance. Changing our behaviors will change our world. 

Simply put, bioregional permaculture is the process by which we do this, by 
tapping into solar income, coevolutionary adaptive potential, and beginning 
to rebuild a prosperous inheritance for future generations. 



Bioregions are geological and geographical assemblages of distinct character 
that define the ecological framework of all plant and animal communities on 
the planet. The early science behind the delineation and discernment of 
bioregions comes 

from the early 1900s Isaiah Bowman wrote a book called Forest 
Physiography of North America. Physiography is the combination of physical 
geology and geography. Physiographic provinces are areas that share similar 
geology, hydrology, soil, 

plant and animal communities. J Russell Smith, a professor of geography in 
the 1920s, wrote a book called Tree Crops expanding Bowmans’ work into 
the field that today we call Agroforestry. Trees are our allies and trees that 
provide multiple economic returns, food for us, for livestock, building 
materials, medicine and diverse beneficial ecofunctions are particularly 
important to rebuilding a regional economy. What Smith was outlining in 
Tree Crops was nothing less than a long term response to patterns of history 
in particular the last 10,000 years of global scale deforestation by human 
agency. The subtitle of Tree Crops is “A Permanent Agriculture.” Bill Mollison 
and David Holmgren expanded on the work of Smith and Percival Alfred 
Yeoman, a hydro-engineer who redesigned farms to be terraformed with 
large machinery and planted with tree crops for maximum water retention in 
semi-arid landscapes. Mollison and Holmgren coined the contraction of 
Permanent Agriculture, calling it Permaculture. 

What made Smith, Yeoman, Mollison, and Holmgren’s agriculture permanent 
is 

that unlike irrigated cereal grain-based agriculture, their systems are 
designed to adapt to the local ecological realities and landscapes and to look 
like a forest and give yields like a garden created by people. Permaculture 
does not attempt to do away with grains and vegetables, it is geared 
towards diversifying how we farm and garden to borrow more from 
undisturbed local ecologies and use more perennials, trees, and shrubs and 
integrate animals. 

The roots of this movement to address long-term problems in human 
mismanagement of landscapes begin with Smith and Yeoman and are 
informed by what Aldo Leopold calls a land ethic. Permaculture coming out 
of the early 70s includes a strong ethical imperative to take responsibility for 
our actions and for providing future generations with a better quality of life. 
Permaculture gives an ethical underpinning to the reason we need to take on 
this work of healing the wounds and correcting the correctible mistakes that 
previous generations have made. WC Lowdermilk created an 11th 


























































































































































































































