
Dichotomous Key For This Guide – What Is A Dichotomous Key ?  
 
A dichotomous key is a tool that allows the user to determine the identity of items in the natural world, such as trees, wildflowers, 
mammals, reptiles, rocks, and fish. Keys consist of a series of choices that lead the user to the correct name of a given item.  
For example, in tree identification, a dichotomous key might ask whether the tree has leaves or needles. ... As the name suggests, 
a dichotomous key arrives at the answer to species identification by presenting a series of questions with two possible answers. 
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