
 
 
SJC CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN URBAN SUSTAINABILITY 2019  
 
INSTRUCTOR PROFILES – 5 TRACKS 
 

 
TRACK 1 - SUSTAINABILTIY / RESILIENCY / SYSTEMS THINKING  
 

Sessions 1 & 2 - Introduction & Overview - Taking a Systems Approach to Urban 
Sustainability & Resiliency Planning 
 

 
Ashwani Vasishth 
vasishth@ramapo.edu 
http://ramapo.edu/sustainability  
201-684-6616 
 
Ashwani Vasishth is Associate Professor in Sustainability, Convener of the undergraduate 

Sustainability Program (BA), and Director of the Center for Sustainability at Ramapo College of 

New Jersey.  He is President of the New Jersey Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability 

(NJHEPS).  He is part of the Environmental Studies Major, and is a faculty member in the South 

India Study Abroad and the Peru Study Abroad Convening Groups.  His pedagogy is focused on 

Education for Sustainability from within a transdisciplinary framework, and within the context 

of a globalizing International Development paradigm. 

He has research interests in an ecosystem approach, urban ecology, systems thinking and 

mental models. 

He received his PhD from the University of Southern California, Los Angeles, in Environmental 

Planning, and his Masters Degree from MIT, Cambridge, in International Development.  He has 

an undergraduate degree in Architecture from India, with a focus on vernacular shelter 

systems and disaster resilience. 

mailto:vasishth@ramapo.edu
http://ramapo.edu/sustainability


TRACK 2 – GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Session 1 - Community Led Design-Install Green Infrastructure Projects 
 

 
Elizabeth Pyshnik 
Program Associate 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resources Program 
epyshnik@envsci.rutgers.edu 
p. 848-932-6710 
 
Liz Pyshnik is a program associate at the Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resources 
Program, specializing in GIS analysis to identify and communicate green infrastructure 
solutions.  She has worked with urban and suburban communities throughout New Jersey to 
synthesize community-identified issues and professional resources into green infrastructure 
projects that both reduce negative stormwater impacts and provide societal benefits.  As a 
member of the Philadelphia-based Global Water Alliance, she works with local and Dominican 
professionals to solve water supply issues in the small city of Enriquillo, Dominican Republic.   
 
Session 2 – Developer Perspectives on Green Infrastructure & Greener Buildings 
 

 
George Vallone MBA, CRE – President 
The Hoboken Brownstone Company 
GVallone@HBrownstone.com 
201-792-3814 
www.HBrownstone.com 
 
As President of The Hoboken Brownstone Company (HBC) -- a multi-faceted real estate 
development firm active along New Jersey’s Hudson River “Gold Coast”, George Vallone has 

mailto:epyshnik@envsci.rutgers.edu
tel:848-932-6710
mailto:GVallone@HBrownstone.com
http://www.hbrownstone.com/


compiled extensive experience in urban housing through a socially conscious approach to 
development.  HBC is now embarking on its most innovative project yet, the redevelopment of 
a fifteen-acre Brownfield site in downtown Jersey City into a new mixed-use transit-oriented 
neighborhood containing over 2,000 apartments. This mixed-use project will transform a 
contaminated post-industrial wasteland into a vibrant new neighborhood with shopping, 
dining, entertainment venues. 
 
Mr. Vallone is past President of the New Jersey Builder’s Association (NJBA) and a founder and 
first Chairman of NJBA’s Mixed-Use Developers Affiliate (“MXD”), the members of which are 
responsible for the construction of more than 75% of all rental housing built in NJ.    He also 
serves as Co-Chair of the Green Infrastructure Task Force, a partnership between NJBA and NF 
Future, a non-profit organization that focuses on Smart Growth Principals and Environmental 
public-policy issues.  His leadership created the “Developers Guide to Green Infrastructure” 
which has received national attention and has been adopted by the NJ DEP as their Best 
Management Practices guide on how to use Green Infrastructure for storm water management.  
Also, as Chairman of the Strategic Planning Committee of the Capital Markets Partnership 
(CMP), Mr. Vallone helped negotiate a partnership with the US Green Building Council (USGBC) 
to deploy CMP’s RELi Standard to certify the level of resilient design for buildings, infrastructure, 
and communities.  He has been named to the USGBC / CMP Steering Committee that will soon 
launch the RELi program internationally to decrease the risk of damage from extreme climate-
change related weather events.   
 
Mr. Vallone is a sought after lecturer and possesses a BA in Accounting from Gettysburg College 
and an MBA in International Finance from Fordham University. 
 
 
TRACK 3 - ENERGY EFFICIENCY TRACK 
 
Session 1 – Residential Energy Efficiency Assessment & Opportunities for Cost Savings 
 

 
Andrew Aliferis 
andreasa@mac.com 
(717) 816-1666 
 
Andrew Aliferis has over 25 years of practical program management experience in industrial, 
commercial, military and residential buildings.  

mailto:andreasa@mac.com


 
He is a home performance professional who has been in the energy efficiency field since 2008. 
Currently, he works at PSE&G as part of the management of a weatherization program that 
provides energy efficiency retrofits to financially challenged families. He works in New jersey, 
and lives in Pennsylvania with his wife and two children in Chambersburg, PA. 
 
Andrew received his BA from Queens College Art History and Computer Science. 
 
Session 2 - What You Need To Know About Commercial Buildings & Energy Efficiency  
 

 
Kenneth Hellberg 
Pennsylvania College of Technology 
Building Performance Specialist  | National Sustainable Structures Center  
kph4@pct.edu | 570-327-4768 
 
As the Commercial Energy Efficiency Program Coordinator for the Penn College of Techology 
(PCT) National Sustainable Structures Center (NSSC), Kenneth Hellberg plans, markets, and 
coordinates energy efficiency training throughout the mid-Atlantic region for operators of 
commercial/industrial facilities, and is the point person for the Building Operators Certification 
(BOC) for PCT’s workforce training program. He also relentlessly communicates the link 
between sustainability and improved business performance.  Since 1985, NSSC has taught 
more than 17,000 students in building science standards and energy efficient retrofit 
techniques. 
 
Kenneth’s previous expertise focused on the oil and gas production sector, though he now 
seeks to help society transition to a more sustainable, independent energy future while 
mitigating climate change and adapting for its impacts. 
 
He studied Energy and Sustainability Policy, and graduated Summa Cum Laude from 
Pennsylvania State University, and is currently pursuing an MBA and an MS in Innovation 
Management and Entrepreneurship with Temple University’s Fox School of Business. 
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TRACK 4 – WASTE STREAMS 
 
Session 1 - Solid Materials & Waste – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (Non-Organics) 
 

 
Tim Keating 
t.keating@earthbilt.com 
917-543-4064 
www.earthbilt.com 
 
Tim Keating is the co-founder and former Executive Director of Rainforest Relief (RR), a 25-
year-old organization working to end the use of rainforest-destructive materials in the US.  As 
part of his continued strategy to halt the destruction of the world’s rainforests, Keating 
founded Earthbilt, in 2010, to further leverage the use of alternative building materials. 
 
During his tenure with RR, Keating became the national authority within the environmental 
community on imported tropical hardwood and alternative materials.  And over the past many 
years Tim Keating has been passionately advocating for the reduction of all forms of 
unnecessary material consumption at the personal level and also for municipal actions that 
would reduce consumption and increase reuse, recycling and utilization.  
 
Tim holds a B.S. in Environmental Science from Stockton University. Having also worked as a 
landscaper for many years, Tim now provides restoration and green-infrastructure landscape 
design services, and consults about sustainable wood and alternatives for buildings and 
waterfront construction. 
 
Session 2 - Organics Waste– Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
 

 
Tyler Randall 

mailto:t.keating@earthbilt.com
http://www.earthbilt.com/
http://www.earthbilt.com/earthbilt/home.html


tylerc.randall@gmail.com 
207-838-1864 
 

  
Andrea Rodriguez 
aarodriguez87@gmail.com 
201-888-6384 
 
Andrea Rodriguez is a board member of Sustainable Jersey City (SJC) and has been part of the 
organization since 2018. Her mission is to educate the community on the impacts of food 
waste and the composting options available, rallying to divert all Jersey City food scraps from 
landfills and back to our soil.  During business hours, Andrea is focused on customer growth 
and development for Community Compost Company, a Certified Women Business Enterprise 
that provides residential and commercial food scrap collection in Northern NJ and the Hudson 
Valley of NY. 
 
 
TRACK 5 – PERMACULTURE 
 

 
Andrew Faust 
Center For Bioregional living 
andrew@homebiome.com 
917-584-4588 
www.permaculturenewyork.com 
 
Andrew Faust is one of the premier Permaculture teachers and designers in North America with 
over two decades of experience in the field.  Primarily based in Brooklyn, NY since 2007, Faust 
has adapted Permaculture to urban living and the 120 million people residing in the north 
eastern corridor.  In his NYC classes Faust has been inspiring film makers with the message 
of Permaculture culminating in the film: INHABIT.  Twice each year, for the past ten years in 
NYC, he offers a life changing Permaculture Design Certification course, having graduated over 
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500 students. Faust received a dual diploma in Design and Education from the Permaculture 
Institute of North America in 2016. Andrew and Adriana Magaña with their daughter 
Juniper run the Center for Bioregional Living in Ellenville, NY., a hands-on educational 
campus for students and clients. 
 
Prior to being Brooklyn, Andrew lived off the grid from 1999-2007 in his self- designed 
permaculture Ph.d project which included, drinking directly from springs and building a 1,600 
square foot, fully off grid, natural house. 
 
 
 


